AVARICE AND CHARM
Board of Admiralty, even the offices of the Court and
around the Royal Person, all passed to new recipients of
the royal favour at a market price which varied with
supply and demand like the membership of the New York
Stock Exchange. An officer without means could not take
his promotion. An officer who had reached high rank was
a substantial proprietor, carrying with him in his own person
and his appointments the cumulative and reinvested savings
of his career. In all but extreme cases these vested interests
were respected. There was nothing secret or corrupt about
them. They were the system and the custom, and it is only
within living memory that the principle of purchase was
abolished in the British Army. In the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries those who had no money had no stand-
ing. All who held offices of authority were men of property
whose relative worldly wealth could be appraised almost as
accurately by the positions they filled as by the acres they owned.
The Crown and the Executive found in this system guarantees
of fidelity and good conduct, and no one troubled himself
about the obstacles placed in the path of unpropeftied ability.
Instances there were to the contrary; but in the main it was
not until the French Revolution that the glorious principle
of la carrtire ouverte aux talents was proclaimed or even
comprehended. i %
Marlborough's childhood had been lived in penury. Food
and clothing in Ashe House for Sir Winston Churchill's lusty
brood were inferior in quantity and quality, and above all in
variety, to the standard of a well-to-do modern English artisan
or strong, industrious navvy. While old silver appeared
upon the tables, while the living-rooms contained pieces of
furniture which persons of taste would now value and admire,
while the family escutcheon boasted the achievements of
many generations, the physical conditions were primitive and
narrow. But to Marlborough's early years there was an
added sting. He learned almost as soon as he could walk
and speak that he and his father and mother were dependants
upon the charity and goodwill of his grandmother. As he
grew older he saw the straits to which the impoverishments
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